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WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 





For MON DAYY, May 17, 1784. 





A SATIRICAL LETTER. 
To the PRINTER. 


SIR, 


AM an old man, and little ufed to writing ; but, Sir, as I 

fee you are fo obliging to others as to communicate their fen- 
timents and complaints to the world, I dare fay you will mine. 
I was for many years refident in London; but an old uncle, in 
the year 1729, dying, and leaving mea tolerable eftate in Glou- 
cetterfhire, I preferred eafe to afluence, and retired from noife 
and buftle to peace and quiet. 
_ Among my friends in town was one Mr. Holland, a draper 
in Cheapfide : he was a good, honelt, pains-taking man; if 
you dined with him, a joint of meat and a pudding were the 
utmoft of his entertainment. I never faw wine in his houfe 
but at Chriftmas, or on a wedding-day. We had a glafs of 
good ale; and after dinner we went to. our bufinefs, and did 
not fit three or four hours, as you do now. He wore his cap 
the greateft part of the day, and was not afhamed to take the 
broom and the fcraper, and clean before his door. I fear I thall 
never fee his like again. He is dead, poor man ; he died in 
July, 1750, leaving ten thoufand feven hundred pounds, all got 
by care and induftry, between feven children, fhare and fhare 


alike. 
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Bufinefs, Mr. Printer, calling me to town this fpring, (my 
daughter’s marriage, good Sir, if you muf know,) I refolved 
to enquire after my old friend’s family. He had three fons ; 
the eldeft, I found, was ruined by horfe racing, and went to fet. 
tle at Lifbon ; the next, Tom by name, became a bankrupt in 
the year fixty, by vice and extravagance, and went to America, 
where we muft al! go foon, at leait the younger part of us. J 
gota direétion for Jack, a haberdafher, near the Change. | 
trudged to fee him laft Wednefday morning : I afked for Mr, 
John Holland ; and, to my great furprize, was introduced toa 

entleman as fine as my Jord Cockatoo, and his hair dreffed as 
i h, and powdered as white. I begged pardon, and told him 
I fuppofed the man had made a miftake ; on which he, recol- 
le&ting me, called me by my name, and ran acrofs the room, and 
kiffled me. The devil take his French fafhions, He expreffed 
great joy indeed at feeing me, and infilted on my dining with 
him at his koufe in the country. ‘* My coach (faid he) will be 
at the door diretly : Mifs Pattypan, and her papa, the great 
city cook, will favour us with their company, and you hhall 
make one.” Not being engaged, curiofity induced me to take 
the fpare corner of the. coach, and go with them into the coun- 
try, as they call it ; that is, to Highgate. 

I wil! not trouble you with all the particulars of our journey 
and dinner ;_ but only tell you, that it cut me to the heart to {ee 
my friend’s fon fo great a contrait to his father. On the road 
they eiitertained me with all that paffed in public. They all 
belonged, as I underftood, to the city concert and the aflemb!y ; 
never failed at Mrs. Thingagame’s, in Soho-fquare ; had been at 
two ‘ridotto’s this winter; loved the opera ; and Mifs Pattypan 
fung?*ts' an Italian ain. An impudent minx ! I could have 
knockéd her empty pate againit her father’s Jolter, 

Wken -we arrived, we were introduced to Madam Holland. 
How fhe was dreffed in jewels and gold ! And then her hair 
¢oarled fix inches from her head ! God forgive me, if I am mif- 
taken, but I believe it'was'a wig. ‘Then, when dinner came 
in, how was 1 amazed to fee the table covered with feven 
difhes ! and more fo, when | was told there was another courfe! 
The turbot coft eighteen fhillings ; the turkey polts fourteen 
fhillings, Madam told us; for the vloried in her fhame. 

I beg pardon, Sir, for having troubled you fo long with fech 
tries ; but you know old people will be prati.g. What! 
meant to tell you, was our difcourfe after dinner. 

As I came from the country, Mr. Holland and Mr. Patty- 
pan attacked me on the high price of provifions, ‘* An’cit a 
fhame ({ays Mr. Holland) that we poor Londoners fhould be 
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paying fuch extravagant prices, when we live in a land of 
plenty! Poultry, meat, and butter, double the price they were 
twenty ysars ago ; oats, twenty fhillings a quarter ; hay, three 
pounds ten fhillings. It colts me more in one month, than it 
did my father in a year, I fhall, inftead of faving ten thoufand 
pounds, be obliged to run away, if fomething an’t done to re- 
duce the price of provifions.”” ‘‘ Whether fomething is done 
or not, Mr. Holland, you muft run away if you live thus. 
Don’t name your poor father ; his table would have been fur- 
nifhed for a week for the money your turbot coft. Provifions 
were lefs, you fay, by one-half, im your father’s time ; but why 
were they fo ? becaufe people lived with more frugality, and the 
confumption was lefs. A city haberdafher, in thofe days, would 
have thought he entertained his friends nobly with a piece of 
beef and potatoes in the pan ; but I fee fourteen difhes, in thefe 
luxurious times, are {carcely fuflicient. If your father, even in 
thofe cheaper days, had furnithed his table like the prodigals of 
the prefent, he muft, inftead of leaving ten thovfand pounds, 
have ftarved, and died a beggar. Your father had no country 
houfe : he had a faying, that— 
*« Thofe who do two houfes keep, 
«* Muft often wake when others fleep.” 


«© Though the verfe is not extraordinary, the moral is good. 
He had no coach, therefore the price of oats or hay hurt him 
not. He neither fubfcribed to, nor idled his time at public af- 
femblies. I may fay to you as the friend in Dan Prior fays to 
a fat man, * You are making the very evil you complain of.’ In 
my younger days, there wan’t a fhopkeeper in London kept his 
coach ; now fcarce one is to be found who condefcends to walk ; 
and not only fhopkeepers, but whores, dancing-maifters, and 
fiddlers, have their equipages. You ufe a hundred times as 
much butter as was ufed formerly, with your fauces, fricafees, 
and tea, Yoer vanity employs five hundred times the horfes, 
You confume more of God’s good creatures at one dinner, than 
would have feafted your anceftors for a month, and yet pretend 
to be amazed that things are not fo plenty as they were. The 
fame ground can’t keep cows, grow oats, breed cattle, roduce 
hay, pafture your horfes, and fupply you with grain. ‘Thecon- 
fequence of which is, you fetch your luxaries at a great expence 
from feventy miles diftance ; whereas, in our time, ten miles 
round London fupplied the town with all neceffaries.” I was 
going on, when Mr, Pattypan yawned, and faid he did not come 
here for a leture ; and before [ could anfwer him, Mr. Jacka- 
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napes, the haberdafher, faid, ‘* Let’s take a turn in the garden, 
and leave old Square Toes to {wallow his fpittle.”’ 

I here grew too angry to ftay with the empty coxcombs: | 
took up my hat and cane, and marched to the door ; when the 
paftry-cook called out, ** You had better go back in Mr. Hol- 
land’s coach, for it is too late to. walk; and it will break your 
frugal heart to fpend a fhilling for a place in the ttage !” 
«© No, Mr. Puff Patte, (fays 1,) though I am an enemy to pro- 
fufion, I fpend my money as chearfully as any body, when my 
conveniency requires it, Though I can’t live asthe expence 
of either of you, I believe | hae eftate enough to buy all the 
pies and tapes in your two shops : I mean to live, and give my 
children fomething at my death ; but you can’t fupport your 
profafion long; you'll be bankrupts foon, and cheat your cre. 
ditors out of nineteen fhillings in the pound ; you'll live to feat 
on gravy-beef, inftead of paving. fauces, and at laft die ina 
gaol, or feed hogs, and eat the hufks like your brother prodi- 
gal in the gofpel.”—Here 1 fiounced out of the room, and fo 


ended our icolding. 


* ix 
I am, Sir, your’s, &¥c. 
, ag 


PETER MODERATION. 





PERSEVERING VIRTUE and BEAUTY triumphant : Or, 
The HISTORY of EUDOSIA and SEVERUS. 


1) UDOSIA had been the mo unfortunate woman upon 
1, earth, had fle not been endued with an equal fhare of pa- 
tience and good feafe ;—fhe was married very young to Severus, 
a man of a mo haughty, auftere difpofition; and one who, 
jike too many of his fex, had got it into his head that women 
were created only to be flaves of men :—her beauty, however, 
eand the iubmifiive mildnels of her difpofition, made him very 
fondyof her, and they lived in a great deal of harmony toge- 
ther; ’till Severus, happening to iec Laconia at a public place, 
became enamoured of her; and his pride making him above 
attempting to put any reflraint on his inclinations, he from that 
inoment reiolved to know her more iatimately, # there was 4 
pofibility of doing fo. By a &ri& enquiry, he found who fhe 
was, and that the had no fortune to fupport her extravagancies : 
this he fo well improved, that he foon accomplifhed his withes ; 
and though, after he was familiar with her, he difcovered he nad 
ngt beea the firit who had received her favours, yet he cont 
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So carelefs was he of what either his wife or the world might 
think of him, that both were foon apprized of his amour :— 
thofe of his own kindred took the liberty to reprove him tharply 
for: it s but Eudofix prevailed on thofe of her own to be filent 
in the affair, as fhe herfelf refolved to be; well judging, that, 
to a perfon of his difpofition, all oppofition would bat add fuel 
tothe fire, and that he would rather perfiit in what he knew was 
wrong, than coutelh himfelf convinced by the arguments of 
others. 

He very well knew fhe could not be ignorant of what he 
took fo little pains to conceal; but where tuere is a diflike, as 
during his atrigue with Laconia he certainly had for his wife, 
nothing can obli ize, nothing can be acknowledged as a vir- 
tue ;—initead of elleeming her, as he ought to have done, for 
the regard the thewed for his peace, in never murmuring nor 
upbraid ng him with his fault, he imputed it alltoa mean ti- 
midity of nature in her, and only gloried in himfelf for knows 
ing fo well how to keep a woman within what bounds he pleated, 
and render even her very withes fubfervient to his will. 

Confident that he might now act as he pleafed, he brought 
Laconia into his houfe, commanded Enudofia to treat her as a 
lady, whom he infinitely efteemed, and, having laid this in- 
junction on her, whom he looked upon as only his upper fer- 
vant, gave adequate orc ders to the others, 

This creature now became the entire miftrefs of his family ; 
and though Eudolir kept ver place at the head of the table, 
yet nothing was ferved up to it but what was ordered by Laco- 
nia. 

Some women will look on this tame enduring in Eudofia, as 
wholly unworthy of a wife, and too great an encouragement 
for other guilty hufbands to treat their wives in the fame 
manner ; but this pattern of prudence and good-nature knew 
very well the temper of the perfon the had to deal with, and 
that nothing was to be gained by the purfuit of any rough 
meafures :—the feemed, therefore, to think herfelf hay in 
the company of Laconia, carried her into all the company the 
went into as her particular friend, and was fo periectly obliging 
to her in every refpect, that the other, even in fpite of her ri-~ 

valfhip, could not help having a reg gard for her, which fhe tef- 
tified in downri: zht quarrelling with Severus, whenever he re- 
fufed her any thing the afked ; and, in truth, this injured wife 
would frequ ently a ave gone ‘without many things which her 
rank in life demanded, had it not been for the interceilion of 
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Severe trial, however, for a woman of virtue, and who, in 
fpite of his injuftice and ingratitude, ftill retained the moft tens 
der affection for her hufband ; yet the bore all with a feeming 
tranquillity : but while the guilty pair imagined her eafy and 
refigned to her fate, the was continually laying {chemes to change 
it. Long was fhe about it, being loth to venture at any thing 
which, in cafe of failure, might render her condition worfe ; 
but at lait her good — infpired her with a little plot, which 
threatened nothing if the event fhould not anfwer expectation, 
and promifed much if it facceeded. 

She feigned herfelf feized with a fudden indifpofition, took 
to her bed, and fo well atted her part, that the phyfician who 
attended her was deceived by it, and reported her condition as 
dangerous,—It cannot be fuppofed that Severus felt any great 
anxicty at hearing it, yet ordered that fhe fhould be carefully 
looked to, and nothing fpared that would contribute to her re. 
covery :—Laconia appeared very affiduous about her ; but whe- 
ther out of a real or counterfeited tendernefs, I will not pretend 
to fay. 

It ferved, however, to forward Eudofia’s defign ; and one 
day, feeming to come out of a fainting fit while the other was 
fitting by her bed-fide, the celled to her maid, and bad her 
bring her a fheet of paper, and pen and ink ; which being 
done, fhe wrote a few lines, and ordered a {mall India cabinet, 
in which fhe was accuftomed to keep her jewels, and other little 
trinkets, to be held to her, in which fhe put the paper, and 
turned the key with a great deal of feeming care, to make it 
fait; but, in truth, to prevent it from being locked, fo that it 
might eafily be opened. 

** Now (cried fhe) I fhall die in peace, fince my dear Seve- 
rus will know, when I am gone, every thing I with him to be 
fenfible of’: I beg you, Madam, (continued fhe to Laconia, 
who was very attentive to all fhe did,) to let my hulband know 
my laft will is contained in that cabinet.” 

Wath thefe words the funk down into the bed, as if fatigued 
with what the had been doing, and the other doubted not but 
her lafl moment was near at hand. 

A woman circumftanced as Laconia was, might very well be 
curious to difcover what Eudofia had wrote ; but not knowing 
how to come a: it without the help of Severus, fhe acquainted 
him with the whole behaviour of his wife on this occation, on 
which he grew little lefs impatient than herfelf ; and at a time 
when fhe fecmed to be afleep, took the cabinet out of the room, 
and carried it into his own clofet, retolving to examine the con- 
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Eudofia, who was very watchful for the fuccefs of her pro- 
ject, faw well enough what he had done ; but looking on the 
reception he fhould give the paper as the crifis of her fate, 
paffed the remainder of the night in fuch difturbed emotions, 
as rendered her almoft as ill in reality as fhe had pretended. 

Severus was little lefs difordered after having read the ‘letter, 
which was direéted to himfelf, with the title of her ever dear 
Severus, and contained thefe lines : 


« HAD I millions to bequeath, you alone fhould be my 
heir ; but all I have, all I am, ts already your’s, all but my ad- 
vice, which living I durft not prefume to give you ; but as this 
will not reach your ears ’till I am no more, it may be better 
received :—it is this, my dear, that, as foon as decency per- 
mits, you will marry Laconia ;—neither of you ought to make 
any other choice :—the world, you know, has been loud in its 
cenfares on that lady’s fcore ; I alone have been filent :—what 
the duty of a wife bound me to while living, I perfevere to ob- 
ferve in death ; my only confolation, under inconceivable ago- 
nies of mind and body, being a confcioufnefs of having well 
and truly difcharged all the obligations of my ftation,—I beg 
heaven. your fecond nuptials may be more agreeable than your 
firft ;—that the who has fo long enjoyed your heart, may con- 
tinue to deferve it, by loving you as I have done, and you be 
more happy with her than you could poffibly be with 

** The unfortunate Eu posi a.” 


He afterwards confefled, that he read this above an hundred 
times over, and that every word funk into his foul the deeper as 
he examined it the more, till quite melted into tendernefs, he 
looked back with horror on his paft behaviour :—all the charms 
he had formerly found in the mind and perfon of Eudofia re- 
turned with added force, and thofe of Laconia grew dim and 
faded in his eyes. 

But when he reflected that he was about to lofe for ever fo in- 
eftimable a treafure as he now owned his wife to be, and that 
there was the ftrongeft probability that his unkindnefs had 
fhortened the date of her life, he fell into the bittereft rage 
againit himfelf, and the obje&t of that unlawful flame which had 
occafioned it, 

Laconia, who wondered he did not come to bed, for he had 
promifed to fleep with her that night, ran to his clofet, where 
fhe found him in very great agonies : on her enquiring into the 
caufe, he fuddenly told her fhe was—and bid her leave him.— 
As this was treatment fhe had not been accuttomed to, fhe had 
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not prefence enough of mind to conceal her .refentment at it, 
but immediately flew into a rage, which his temper was little 
able to endure, and ferved as a foil to fet Eudofia’s virtues ina 
ftill fairer light : he contented himfelf, however, with making 
her go out ot the room, after which he returned to his former 
meditations. 

In fine, he thought fo long, ’till thought made him as perfe& 
a convert as Eudofia could wifh ; and the imagination that he 
was about to lofe her, made him lofe all that haughty tenaci- 
oufnefs of humour he was wont to ufe her with.—He went {e- 
veral times to her chamber-door ; but being told the feemed in 
a flumber, returned foftly back, and would not enter ’till he 
heard fhe was awake, then enquired in the tendereft magnet 
how fhe did ; to which the anfwered, that his prefence had given 
her more {pirits than fhe could have hoped ever to have enjoyed 
in this world. 

** Oh, (cried he, quite charmed with her foftnefs,) if the 
fight of me can afford you comfort, never will I quit your chams 
ber: believe me, (continued he, taking her hand, and prefling 
it,) my dear Eudofia, that how much foever I have been to blame, 
there is nothing fo terrible as the thoughts of lofing you :—Oh, 
that my recovered love, and all the tendernefs that man can 
feel, could but reflore your health :—what would I not give !— 
what would I not do to preferve you !” 

Thefe words were accompanied with fome tears of paffion 
that bedewed her hand, and left her no room to dovbr of their 
fincerity. How much the was tranfported, any one may gueis. 
“ Now, (faid the, raifing herfelf in the bed, and claiping him 
gound the neck,) in life or death [ have nothing more to with.” 

It would be endlefs to repeat the fond obliging things they 
aid to each other: the reader will eafily conceive, by the be- 
ginning, that ndthing could be more tender on both fides: bat 
what added moft to Eudofia’s fatisfaétion, was the affurance he 
gave her that Laconia fhould quit his houfe that day, and that 
he would never fee her more. 

On this, fhe infifted on his making fome provifion for her, 
telling him it was punifhment fuflicient for her fault to lose the 
affe€tion fhe had fo long enjoyed ; and that, for her part, if the 
fhould live to poffefs the happinefs his behaviour now feemed to 
promife, it would be damped if the knew any thing he had oncé 
loved was miferable. : 

This gencrofity engaged new careffes on the part of Severus ; 
but he defired fhe wovld not mention that woman any more, 
but Ieave it to himfelf to aét as he thought proper. # 
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He kept his word; Laconia was put ont of the houfe that 
day. In what manner they parted, is uncertain ; but it is nos 
fo, that the amour between them was never re " sewed. Eudofia 
having £ gained her point, pretended to recover by degrees, and 

at lens ath to be fuily eftablithed in her former health ; to waich 
pata a vivacity flowing from a contented mind being g added, 
fhe became more agreeable than ever: never was there a happier 
wife, or more endearing hufband, , 

All their acquaintance beheld the change with aftonifhme of, 
but none were entrufted with the innocent ftratagem which 
brought it about : Kudofia had the prudence to conceal i it not 
only from Severus himfelf, but from all others ; nor ’till after 
his death, which happened not in feveral years, was any perfon 
made privy to it. 





Extrad of Depofitions fent to Mr. Joun Dixon, relating to the 
Lofs of the Granp Dutcuess or Tuscany. 


Confular Office, Leghorn, February 25, 178 


R, Robert Stream, furgeon of the 28th regiment, and 
M a€ting furgeon on board the fhip Grand Dutchels of 
Tafcany, Captain William Blackett, depofcth, 

That being in bed in his cabin, at two o’clock in the 
morning of Saturday the 21f inf tant, he was awaked by re- 
ceiving a wound with a knife in the thorax, or breaft, throush 
the quilt and a pair of blankets, from S:ofan, the Sclavonian 
failor, which I judged mortal, by the bleeding fo violeatly: I 
immediately jumped up, and was then wounded in the head with 

a bayonet, by Francifco, another Sclavonian failor, which, on 
my feizing hold of, he dragged through my hands, and wounded 
them very much ; he made a third flab at me, when [ again 
took hold of the bayonet, and then alfo wounded my hands in 
different places ; but flill keeping my. hold, I jumped out of the 
cabin into the paflage, ftruggling with him for five or fix mi- 
nutes, receiving numerous bruifes ; when the nvife awakiag 

aptain Kockler, who lay in the fmall cabin oppofite to mine 
and he opening the door, and calling out, Francifco imme die 
ately quitted me, and madea ftab with the bayonet at him, and 
wounded him in the abdomen; during which time I flipped 
upon deck, where I found captain Blackett bleeding fron many 
wounds, which appe: ared to be mortal. Captain Blackett, and 
captain Kockler, thinking it afterwards aeceflary to g» on thore 
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to procure affiflance, eaptain Blackett defired vs to keep the 
fhip as near the fame place and the land as poflible, ’till he 
fhould return with affiflance, and work the veffel by the fails, as 
our rudder was then blocked up by the Sclavonians in the ca- 
bin with anchovy barrels. Thus we remained from about half 
an hour after two o’clock unti! fix in the morning, having no. 
thing on us but our fhirts. The three Sclavonians continued 
firing at us, and wounded mortally one of the men in the fide, 
and another in the hands, who were employed in flopping up 
the loop-holes ; they alfo broke the under board of the compa- 
nion, from whence they alfo fired : we then fwaddled the com. 
panion with ropes, and a fecond time with more effect, endea- 
vouring to keep them cown 7.ill captain Blackett fhould return 
with afiftance. Day-light coming on, and the Sclavonians dee 
ftroying the companion, and firing from different places, we 
found it impoflible to keep the decks any longer, without the 
rifk of being all killed, fo took to the boat, fixteen in number, 
including the wounded, which we had put two hours to ferve in 
cafe of need, the mutineers having {worn that they would blow 
up the veffel; though we neither then, nor ever after, attempted 
quitting the fhip, but exerted every effort to confine and annoy 
the ‘Sclavonians, and refrained damaging the tackle, never 
doubting that we fhould receive afliftance from on fhore by cap- 
tain Blackett and Mr. Kockler. On meeting the French row 
galley, 1 afked them if they had any furgeon on board ; to 
which they replied, they had not ; when I begged, though fo 
much wounded, that they would allow me to come on board 
with them, to affiit the wounded men ia our fhip ; which they 
refuled, defiring me to go on fhore immediately, as ovr captain 
was bleeding todeath. I likewife confirm every thing men- 
tioned by Mr. Darby, in his depofition, to have happened after 
we got to land. 


(Sioned) ** ROBERT STREAM. 
Sworn before ine, 

(Signed) *« JOHN UDNEY, Coniul.” 

Confular Ofice, Lech rn, February 25> 1784. 
“« George Darby depoferh, that having taken his paflageon 
hoard the thip Grand Duichefs of Tuicany, he was alarmed out 
of his fleep on Saturday morning, abouttwo o’clock, the zit 
inftant, by the noife ocealioned by the flraggles of Mr, Kockler 
and the furpeon ; and that the firit object he faw, was aman 
who received at the fame time a tlab, and fell on the floor, who 
I imagined was fome Algerie : perceiving thofe who had 
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wounded him were the three Sclavonians, our own failors, the 
wounded man raifing himfelf, I perceived it to be Mr, Brown, 
our mate, which furprized me much, and gave me fome idea of 
what was going forward, feeing them cut him in pieces: I then 
{poke to the chief of them, Frank, and afked him what was 
the matter ? His anfwer was, I fhould foon know: one of his 
comrades then made three ftrokes at me with a cutlais, which 
fortunately miffed me; and then afked Frank, after Mr. Kock 
ler had received permiflion, and was gone, if | could be of any 
ufe to perfuade the captain to accommodate any ways ; he re- 
plied, that I might go on deck, and tell captain Blackett, if 
he did not ftrike he would blow up the veffel: I put fome of 
my cloaths on, and wenton deck ; the Englifh failors knowing 
me by my {peaking to them in Englifh, permicied me to pais 
the companion door, then bound with ropes: on my coming 
on deck, the firft thing that ftrack me was captain Blackett, on 
the quarter deck, who told me he was dangeroufly wounded ; 
and in a few minutes after I perceived captain Blackett, Mr. 
Kockler, with four failors, had got into the imalk boat, and were 
going afhore to afk afliftance from Cape Corfe, then within a 
few miles : I remained on.board the thip with the fecond mate 
and furgeon dangeroufly wounded, the third mate, and, twelve 
men, including the cabin boy, on deck, and endeavouring by 
every means to keep pofleflion of the veffel ’till aflittance thould 
arrive. Some time after the departure of captain Blackett, Oc. 
I perfuaded the men to get out the long boat, im cafe the Scla- 
vonians fhould {et fire to the flip, or fcuttle her, and remained 
in this fituation, having one man fhot through the body, "ull 
day-break, expecting the arrival of fome aflittance from thofe, 
which, from the motives alledged in captain Blackete’s depoti- 
tion, did not arriye. As foon as day-light appeared, the Scla- 
vonians knocked out the under plank of the companion, from 
whence they could in fecurity have killed with their blunders 
buffes any man they chofe, without our being able to annoy 
them, and we were obliged to jump into the long boat in an 
inftant, and endeavoured to put off from the fhip ; but by the 
time we were at fome {mall diftance, the Sclavonians had cut 
away the ropes, with which we had bound the companion, and 
from the deck fired on us in the boat, without very fortunately 
hurting any perfon. On our arrival near the fhore, we met a 
row-boat, with two cannon, and twenty to thirty men, and go- 
ing along-fide, we offered to embark oa board of her, and al- 
iit in recovering the fhip ; but they made as keep off, telling 
us they could not even permit us to touch any perfon on boatd, 
by reafon of the Health Office : we then informed them the 
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force of the fhip, which they promifed to bring back ina fhort 
time. Onour arrival on fhore we joined captain Blackett, Mr, 
Kockler, and four men, fitting on the beach, furrounded by cen- 
tinels to hinder as from moving to fome other place, and anxi- 
oufly waiting the row-boat then in chace of the fhip, which in 
our opinion fhe gained on very faft, but after an hour’s time, 
about eight o’clock, we perceived her returning back, and on her 
arrival, on my afking the captain of her his motive for leaving 
the purfuit, he anfwered, the wind was too freth for his veffel out 
atica. We then made an offer of any fum of money to pro- 
cure a yeflel with arms, or even arms alone, but in vain; we 
then endeavoured to procure fome houfe to put the wounded in, 
but had for anfwer that they expected the matters of the 
Health-Office would arrive foon, and till then we muit not ftir 
from that fpot. We were in that cruel fituation all of us, nearly 
till about twelve o’clock at mid-day, when we were ordered to 
re-embark in our boat, and procced to another {mall village near 
at hand, the row-boat attending us; we were then put ina mi 
ferable room, without any neceifary, and there flayed till our de- 
partere the 24th inftant, having fent an exprefs to Leghorn by 
the firit poffible conveyance to conful Udney, with an account of 
the affair. 
(Signed) “© GEORGE DARBY.” 


Sworn before me 
(Signed) JOHN UDNEY, Conful. 


And the above further depofeth, ** That on his leaving the 
above veffel there were on board of her Mrs. Blackett, the cap- 
tain’s wife; Mr. William Aftley and Mr. Edward Clark, paflen- 
gers in the cabin; an Englifh failor who was fick, and_ never 
ceme on deck ; a Jew paflenger in the flcerage, who likewife 
ftayed below ; Mr. Brown, the firft mate, and an Englith failor, 
both dead ; with three Sclavonian mutineers.” 

John Udney, Efq; his Britannic majefty’s conful, in the city 
and port of Leghorn, in his royal highnefs the arch duke, great 
duke of Tufcany’s dominions, certifies unto all whom it may 
concern, that the foregoing are true and faithful copies taken by 
us from the original depofitions, made on oath before us, by the 
deponents afore-mentioned, and regiftered in our Conful Office. 
In teftimony whereof, we have hereunto fet our hands and Con- 
ful Seal, at Leghorn, this 5th day of March, 1784. By order of 

JOHN UDNEY, Ffq. Conful. 
JOHN UDNEY, Jan. Vice-Conful. 


To 
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Tothe PRINTER of the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 
SIR, 


HE following extract being applicable to the late political 
ttruggles, I have takea the liberty to fend it you, and hope 
you will infert it in your Weekly Entertainer. 
I am, Sir, 
Your obedient humble fervant, 


4 Friend to the Conftitution. 





Extra& from De Lolme’s Conftitution of England. 


AND if, fays he, I were required to point out the principal 
events which would, if ever they were to happen, prove the 
immediate ruin of the Englith government, 1 would anfwer, 
« The Enclith government will be no more either when the 
crown fhall become independent on the nation for its fupplies, 
or when the reprefentatives of the people begin to fhare in the 
executive authority.” 





To the P Rt 3 TF 2 


SIR, 
Y inferting the following in your Agrecable and Entertaining 
Repofitory, you will much oblige 
Your correfpondent and humble fervant, 
JOHN DUNKERTON, Junior. 
Sb *pton- Mallet, May I, 1784. 





On AVARIC E. 


OF all the vicious appetites among men, there is none more 
unbecoming and unreaionable, none more pernicious in its effects, 
than avarice. 

There is noend of that folicitude, diftruft, envy, and defpair, 
which difquict and torment the covetous perfon at all times, 
whether fleeping or awake. 


We 
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We pity thofe who languifh under a fever or dropfy, becaufe 
their thirf cannot be allaved, but the more they endeavour to 
quench it, the more .it increafes. And is not the cafe of the 
covetous perfon equally to be pitied? for 1 pray, what bounds 
or limits may be put to his defires? Does not he, like Tanta. 
Jus, thirft in the midit of waters, and ftarve amidft the greateit 
plenty and affluence? He is not only an enemy to hiinielf, but 
unjuft to others; for what bafe arts will he not make ufe of, 
what fraudulent methods will he not employ, that he may, either 
by open violence, or a falfe pretence of juftice, invade what is 
another’s? He oppreffes and takes away from others, not to 
enjoy, but merely to have the good things they are poflefled of, 

‘The covetous man may be juftly looked upon as a murderer ; 
for rather than relieve the poor and diltreffed, he will fuffer them 
to perifh with want. Now, not to preferve a man from perih- 
ing, is to deitroy him; and to refufe to thofe who are ftarying, 
the means to fupport life, is to take it from them. 

We are not proprictors, but ftewards, of what we have; we 
fhould not, therefore, have a regard only to ourfelves, but like- 
wife to others, whom, though they partake of the fame,common 
nature, providence has permitted to be poor and afflicted that we 
may have opportunities of exerting our humanity in relieving 
them. 





Jo the PRINTER of the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
SIR, 


Y inferting the following remark in your Weekly Enter- 
tainer, you will much oblige 
A CONSTANT READER, 





4 REMARK on the SKY-LARK. 


THE fky-lark dwells in an humble flation; fhe builds her 
neft in humility, and brings up her young after the fame manner; 
but when fhe performs her mattins, foars high, and leaves all 
earthly objects; and, as fhe mounts, fwells her ftrains of me- 
lody ! 

Need man be told this bird affords him an admirable leffon 
of initruétion? Need he be told, that when he attempts to 
praife his creator for innumerable benefits, he fhould = all 

earthly 
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earthly thoughts behind him, and ftrive to elevate his foul to the 
utmoft pitch of devotion? And does not this fimple bird filently 
admonifh him how to -bring up his children ?>—Confider this, 
O man! 





The USE of CROSS-BOWS illufrated. 
By Mr. Grose. 
We refpeét to the crofs-bow, it is a very ancient wea- 


pon. Verftegan fays, it was introduced here by the 
Saxons ; but was neglected, ’till again brougit into ufe by Wil- 
liam the Conqueror, at the battle of Haftings. Crofs-bows 
were afterwards prohibited by the fecond Lateran Council, 
in the year 1139, as hateful to God, and unfit to be ufed 
amongft Chriftians: in confequence whereof, they were. laid 
afide ’till the reign of Richard the Fir, who again introduced 
them, and was himfelf killed by an arrow, or quarrel, dif- 
charged from a crofs-bow at the fiege of the caftle of Chalus, 
which was confidered as a judgement on his impiety. 

Crofs-bows fhot darts called quarse!s, or quarreaux ; they 
were headed with folid fquare pyramids of iron, and fome- 
times trimmed with brafs initead of feathers. 

[The arrow-heads, which have been found in Bofworth field, 
are remarkably large and long. | 

Crofs-bows were ufed by the Englifh, in their expedition to 
the Ile of Rhee, in the year 1627. 

There was an officer ftiled Balifrarius Regis; and feveral 
eftates were he!d by the fervice of delivering a crofs-bow, and 
thread to make the itring, when the king paffed through cer- 
tain diftri€ts. Thefe you will find in Biount’s Tenures, and 
Jacob’s Law Diétionary. 

The crofs-bow makers ufed to exercife themfelves in fhooting 
at the popinjay, or artificial parrot, in a field called Paffal 
Clofe, in London, from the number of thiftles growing there, 
now called the Old Artillery Ground.—Maitiand’s Hiklory. 

According to Sir John Smith, a crofs-bow would kill point 
blank 6o yards, and, if elevated, ahove 160. 

The pay of a crofs-bow man, in the time of Edward IU. was 
fix pence. 


King Henry VIII. to preferve the manly exercife of archery, 
inftituted a company of archers, called the Fraternity of St. 
George, who were authorifed to fhoot with Jong and crofs- 
bows at all manner of marks; and in cafe any one was fain 

by 
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by arrows fhot by thefe archers, if it was proved the party who 
fhot the arrow had firft given the word fa/, he was not liable 
to be fued or molefted.—Chamberlain’s Hittory of London. 

So much for the crofs-bow, of which you will find many par- 
ticulars in our ancient chronicles, particularly Froiffart. 





CHARACTER o Mrs. SIDDONS, 
By Mr. THomas Davies, 


HIS aétrefs, like a refiftlefs torrent, has borne down.all 

before her. Her merit, which is certainly very exten- 
five, in tragic characters, feems to have fwallowed up all -re- 
membrance of prefent and palt performers. But, as I would 
not facrifice the living to the dead, neither would [ break down 
the ftatues of the honourable deceafed, to place thejr fuccefiors 
on their pedeftals. The perfon of Mrs. Siddons is greatly in 
her favour: juft rifing above the middle ftature, fhe looks, 
walks, and moves, like a woman of a fuperior rank. Her coun- 
tenance is expreflive ; her eye fo full of information, that the 
paffion is told before fhe fpeaks. Her voice, though not fo 
harmonious as Mrs. Cibber’s, is ftrong and pleafing ; nor isa 
word loft for want of due articulation, which the comedian 
fhould always confider as his firft duty, and efteem the finett 
conception of paffion of no value without it. She excels ail 
perfons in paying attention to the bufinefs of the fcene : her 
eye never wanders from the perfon the {peaks to, or fhould look 
at when fhe is filent. Her modulation of grief, in her plain- 
tive pronunciation of the interjection OL/ is fweetly moving, 
and reaches to the heart. Her madnefs, in Belvidera, is ter> 
ribly affecting. ‘The many accidents of {pectators falling into 
fainting fits, in the time of her acting, bear teftimony to the ef- 
fects of her exertions. 








4 Mite towards an Hiftory of the Force of Imagination in 
Brures. ; 
Me. William Chamberlain, an intelligent farmer and 
. grazier at Aylefton in Lincolnfhire, had fix cows that 
caft calf, occafioned, he thinks, by the mifcarriage of one in 
the fame pafture, by a kind of contagious fympathy ; which, 
common experience, lic fays, has eftablifhed as a fact. 
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+ 
Ox the BAD EFFECTS of CLOSE HOT ROOMS, LATE 
HOURS, &c. 


[From Dr. Fothergill’s Hints on Animation. ] 


‘HE _following obfervation s cannot but be interefing to 
thofe who purfue fafhionable amufements in crouded rooms 








the expence of their health: 
If ahealthy man contamin: utes a Cor ae eallon of airina 
P : ; 

minute n : by repeatedly refpiring it, we may eafily explain 


¢ 
1 
he 


why the a pa irlour is fo con fider: ‘bly injened by cor mpany 
fitting in it, a that of a bedchamber even by a perfon’s only 
fleeping in it, agreeable to the obfervations of Dr. Prieftley and 
Dr. White. Here too we may regret that this unhealthy tene 
dency is not a little encreafed by modern refinement. ‘The ma- 
th ematica iL exaétnefs with which the doors and windows of ele- 
are now contrived to fhut, excludes the neceflary oer 
nix. ‘The diminutive fize of the bedchambers i 
and this is generally aggravated by the 
of fleeping with the curtains clofe dra vn. The 
air thus confined becomes replete with pe rfpirable ma ; 
haling from their lungs, and all the invifible ducts of 
andin this contaminated {late is refpired for feveral ho 
cumftance flrangely overlooked in health, and but too much neg- 
lected in ficknefs. In putrid and contagious fevers, it renders 
the room not only very ofien 

patient, the praCtitioner, and the atiendants. In clofe crowded 
rooms, deprived of ventilation, when the air becomes phlogifti- 
cated to acertain degree, the candles grow uncommon! 

and we begin to f *1 a difagreeable fenfe of opp: 

and faintnefs, ull 
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Pr efently vanifh : 
pleatly contaminated, as in the dre eadful ene of Calcutta, the 
fame fata! cataftrophe matt naturally enfue. 

Flame and all burnine bodies contaminate air in the fime 


manner as refpiration. If alighted candle is placed under a 
large glafs receiver, its light gradu illy dwindles, till at leneth ic 
expires, rendering the , noxious. T hi s thews,be ab- 
furdity of attempting to purify peililential r by lighting up 
larce fires, which initead of correcting its sabia us privcip! 

rve but to injure its refpirable quality. Hence a fo Ph 
the glaring impropriety of that protufion of fuperiuous fi 
has introduced into | Me rooms, 


affemblies, and all places of fplendid entertainment ; iin: 
by adding to the impurity of the air already conta 
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n, cannot but prove very unfriendlyto health. This 
with other circeumftances in rendering the 
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widerflanding. Ona the other hand, could they be prevailed on 
to unite in oppofing it, they would take the moit etfeciual feps 
towards reforming the age, and eiiablifhing their own empire on 


the firmett bafis. They might then faiely rely on their nataz 








complexion without having recourfe to the wretched fubf 

of art. ‘Their native charms would render them infinitely more 
amiable than the whole tribe of boafted cofmetics. We fhould 
then have much Jei3 reafon to regret the rapid decay of genuine 
beauty, and the total inefficacy of art to repair thok ravages which 
it unavoidably undergoes in thus duily facridcing to this goidels 
ot folly. 








Anfwer, by Fe Quant, of Hinton St. George, to his own 
Queflion, inferted Oober 20. 


FIRST fquare the two numbers 51.30=2 
563136, which added together are 767,69, and by 

plain reétangles and proportion fay, As 5707,09 : goO:: 

3136 : 48,9, or angle at the pole, whicn being reduce 


into time, makes 3" 15’ 36°. the time required. 





Anfwer, by Taff, of Briftol, to Arion’s Queftion, inferted 


February 9s 


A$ x is more than 6 and lefsthan 7, let 64z=x; then 

by fudftitution 1842+242*+2°'=14, which com- 
pared with the equation bx +cx*+da*, &c. =a, we have 
b=184,c=24,d=1, and a=144 Now, as zis fmall, 
ab is an approximate expreflion for its value; call this 





v, and omitting z* we get z=a—+b-+ev=.07 534, which 








callw, and reftoring 2°, zma+b+cw+ w*=.07534415 
very exact. 
N. B. This operation is conformable to Dr. Halley’s 
Rational Theorem, 
302 4 
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Anfwer, by F. Quant, of Hinton St. George, to Richard Parfons’s 


Duses. inferred Mar e 
Luery, infer ted March 15. 


N the 7th chapter of Ezra and the 21{t verfe, you will find the 
24 letters of the Englith alphabet, which was requefted. 


tét We have received the like anfwer from Taffo, of Briftol; 
J. S. of Shepton-Mallet ; J. Miller, of Yeovil; S. M. O. of 
Shaftefbu y; T.Patmore, of Beer; Plato, of Brockhampton ; 
and Philos. 





Anfucr, by 8. M. O. of Shaftefury, to F. Dunkerton’s duagram, 


PP Wayrrh 22 
saferted 4Har¢cp)y 22.6 


AR if rightly you tranfpofe, 
A RAT ’twill then to you difclofe ; 
¢ . 
Tranfpos’d again, it will impart, 
That puzzles are found out by ART. 

*\|* We have received the like anfwer from Taflo, of Briftol ; 
Arion, of Bath; J. Quant, of Hinton St. George; W. Neal, 
of Yeovil; T. Locock, of Martock ; J. Drew, of Tywardreth ; 
and Philos, 





oe ee oe ee re ne 


ya I ? Dp J PaoPeasee es Kast shorted 
Anfwer, by a Conflant Reader, to Sobrius’s Enigma, inferted 


March 8. 


AYS folly, with a downcatt eye, 
*« A RAVEN croaks—ill fate is nigh.” 
Ceafe fuperititious mortals ;—know 
The greatelt to ourfelves we owe 5 
Fate ne’er its will to birds or fowls 
Reveal’d—to magpyes, ravens, owls ; 
‘The feather’d tribe no ill portends, 
But dire prefages vice attends ; 
Hence idle, boding fears ;—mifruft 
Thyfelf alone, for God is juft. 


ZN 


sd |b We have received the lilke anfwer from Arion, of Bath; 
and Taffo, of Briftol, 


A QUESTION, 
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A QUESTION, dy Tafo, of Briftol. 
Deon the name of that far, that will be due fouth 


on the 31{t of December next, at 14 minutes paft 10 o’clock 
in the evening. 





4n ANAGRAMMATICAL REBUS, by Philos, 


F F you tranfj 





yfe an adverb true, 
on you will view ; 

Now if you pleafe to join the fame, 
A part of time you then wiil name. 


4 AX prepoiit 





Au ENIGMA, by [aac Petrin, of Street. 


IND gents, your fervant now I come, 
But cannot tell my name ; 
Ill thew you here my thape and ufe, 
If you'll reveal the fame : 


A head I have, one face, one eye, 
But neither mouth nor nofe ; 
No arms, and neither legs or fect, 

And certainly no toes. 


Yet fuch a mighty prince am I, 
O’er whatfoe’er T reign, 

Bodies more hard than Pharoah’s heart 
I oftea burftin twain. 


A friend to all brave Vulcan’s race, 
Yet know I am no drinker ; 

Pray do not treat me with difdain, 
Though us’d by every tinker, 

With pleafing note no clock would ftrike, 
Did I my help deny ; 

Yet I’ve no fenfe of time or found ; 
Then pray, Sirs, what am I, 


POETRY, 

















Rs Bok. Bw. fF 


The APPROACH of MAY, 


Beneath yon hill, his head to hide, 
And clear the general way ; 
Whilft flow advancing does appear 
The gentleit month in all the year, 
The pleafant month of May. 


Ss. April, quick retreating, glide 


The late brown fields with verdure crown’d, 
The rifing flowers that deck the ground, 
And various hues difplay ; 
By genial warmth call’d from the bed, 
Now raife the party-colour’d head, 
To tell approaching May. 


The lark, that foaring up on high, 
Delighting both the ear and eye, 
The warblers on the {pray, 
Alike extend their little throats, 
And join their wild, their pleafing notes, 
To hail approaching May, 


At eve the village fwains are feen 

To lead the dance upon the green, 
All jocular and gay ; 

Tripping the verdant turf along, 

They join, in general voice, the fong, 
And chaunt zpproaching May. 


Cofmelia, thou, whofe mind ferene 

Delighteth in each rural fcene, 
Accept this artlefs lay ; 

Whofe 
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Whofe prefence, whcrefoe’er thou art, 
Such pleafure does to all impart, 
As {peaks approaching May. 





The FIRST of MAY: 4 Sonnet. 
By the Right Honourable Lady Craven. 


OLIN met Sylvia on the green, 
_A Once on the charming firlt of May, 
(And thepherds ne’er tell falfe I ween) 
Yet ’twas by chance the fhepherds fay. 


Colin he bow’d and blufh’d, then faid, 

«© Will you, fweet maid, this firit of May 
«* Begin the dance by Colin led, 

«* 'To make this quite his holiday.” 


Sylvia reply’d, ** I ne’er from home 
«* Yet ventur’d till this firt of Mays 
¢¢ Tt is not fit for maids to roam, 
«© And make a fhepherd’s holiday.” 


*€ It is moft fit,” reply’d the youth, 
«¢ That Sylvia fhould this firft of May 
«< By me be taught, that love and truth 
** Can make of life a holiday. 











MAY: ASonneET. 


May ! the parent of gay fmiling hours, 
All nature owns with joy thy genial reign 5 
Thou canft refume the little lives of flowers, 
And bring their aromatic fouls again ! 
In this profufion of refrefhing thowers, 
That glad alike the thepherd and the plain, 
Why am | banifh’d from thy blifsfe! bow’rs? 
Why am I only doom’d to fuffer pain ? 


I little thought, when I was of thy train, 
Where bonny belles {port with their paramours ; 
Litde I dream’d how love was light of wing ! 
How 
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How friendthip fmil’d—too fweetly to remain ! 
I little guefs’d whata fad evening Jours 
Upon the brighteft day—O genial {pring ! 





On the DEATH of the late Dr. WILSON, 
Sequiturque patrem prope pa/ POULS. 


HE good man hopes to leave a virtuous race, 
q But the good root the branches oft cifgrace : 
A worthlefs heir a worthy fire fucceecs, 


And in the child the parent’s bofom bleeds. 
Even Tully’s fon, though bred in wiflom’s {chool, 


Became (tis faid) a fot, if nota fool. 
Bur, lo! with joy the pious Wilfon* view’d 
His own fair image in his fon renew’d 3 
rT) late fh nee eS My ie 
Ihe prelate fhone with folar luftre bright ; 
The fun appear’d with more than borrow’d lig 
° e* ge . . — eed 
Alike their public fpirit, unconfin’d ; 
wr 


a: 
Wherever modeit meritt liv’d oppreis’d, 
Or virtue pin’d by poverty diitrefs’d 


reiev 


ir charity was love of human kind. 


} s7 
i 





His active fpirit fonchtit and d 
And then alone, like nob!e Titus griev 
When vice (which ne 
Depriv’d him of the b 

ee that lik eT Str < op ee 

But now that hberal hand is ftretch’c no more, 
To aid th’ afflicted, or reli 
Mature in years, with friecds ane tortune blefs’d, 


; 
’7 
Jor free ir ret? ary ff ] 
er true intereft underilcod) 
| ) 

i 


“ 
!s OF doing good, 


\ 
eve the poor. 


The venerable patriarch funk to reft. 
For him the orphan drops the filial tear ; 
For him the prifoner mourns with grief fincere. 





He ne’er unmov’d could hear diltrefs complain, 


Or let a fellow-crestare plead in vain: 





Yet theie are traniicnt blefings, though fo great: 
"fo make his deeds of charity complete, 

In humble hope the thoughtlefs foul to fave, 

His father’s pious works he ncbly gave, 

In !afling types, toiffue from the prefs ; 

W hoie faving truths polierity fhall blef: 

The prelate’s works fhall (ll extend his fame 5 





And the good fon adorn the father’s name, 


* The good bifhop of Sodor and Man. 
t The worldts obliged to Dr. Wilfon, for encouraging Dr. Leland 
to write his exccllent View of the Deiflical Writers. 
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